
SHOULD WE BANNED COMMERCIAL FISHING?

WOULD IT AFFECT THE ENVIROMENT IF IT 
WERE TO STOP?
The gap between how many fish are available to be caught and humanities desire to catch 
them, is immensely growing day by day. Some fishing techniques also may cause the habitat 
destruction, (Dynamite Fishing & Cyanide Fishing) which are illegal in many places.

http://www.forestandbird.org.nz/what-we-do/publications/the-best-fish-guide-/fish-species-/ling

Dynamite fishing: Using explosives to stun or kill schools of fish for easy collection. This often 
illegal practise can be extremely destructive to this surrounding ecosystem.

Cyanide Fishing: Mainly for use for aquariums, spraying a sodium cyanide mixture into the 
desired fish’s habitat in order or stun the fish.

I have researched examples of techniques they use within the commercial fishing 
industry, to capture their fish. Obviously it is affecting the enviourment with the constant 
use of these destructive procedures, against marine life. So if it were to stop it would be 
a possibility that it will not affect the enviourment negatively.

DOES IT AFFECT THE FOOD CHAIN WITHIN THE 
OCEAN?
Food chains:

SQUID - They mainly eat marine life, depending on the size of the squid. They can eat up to a 
whale, each species are different in what they can consume.

HOKI - They begin on zooplankton, but their preferred food is crustacean (Colacalanus)

ORANGE ROUGHY - accumulates large amounts of mercury.

These are a couple of examples of the food chain within the ocean. The fish that are 
chosen are the fish that are mostly targeted by the commercial fishing industry. As you 
can see, if these fish are constantly aimed at, their predators or their prey are going to 
decrease in numbers overtime.

squid food chain - If we were to continue to target squid, this will affect the food chain 
between the squid and it’s predators. It’s predators will not have squid to feed on, 



therefore they could decrease in their health or could potentially die. Down below is an 
example of the food chain on squid, one of the common fish aimed at by the ‘Commercial 
Fishing Industry.’

http://www.greenpeace.org.nz/sealord/

Sanfords
In its new ad campaign Sealord says it looks after the ocean - because the sea means 
everything, that they take sustainability seriously, always take a traditional approach and aim 
to leave the oceans in a better condition than how they find them. That all sounds great, but 
unfortunately it's stretching the truth.

In one video they say "Sealord tuna comes from stocks where the fish numbers are healthy". 
But yellowfin tuna has all but disappeared from New Zealand waters, and our own Government 
has been warning others internationally about reducing commercial and recreational catches. 
What’s more, Sealord’s tuna is caught using one of the worst tuna fishing methods – a deadly 
combo of fish aggrevative device (FAD) and giant purse seine net which catches and kills 
endangered sharks, turtles, juvenile tuna and lots of other ocean life, and threatens tuna stocks. 
They have caught over 50% of the yellowfin tuna. 

As required from us students, we had to contact a company or person that is involved or 
is an expert on your particular topic you chose for your inquiry. My company I contacted 
was ‘Sanfords’ I asked them some questions that will develope my inquiry. These are my 
questions and their response.

1. What effect would it have on your company if commercial fishing were to stop?
“The company would get shut down and 1800 employees would lose their job. Also this 
company has been around since 1881, so an end to a very long business”
2. Approximately how much fish do you catch a year?
“120,000” 



3. What type of equipment or technique do you use to collect your fish?
“ Fishing Vessels, long lining and trawling, we also do farming, which is like mussels and 
salmon.”

4. What type of fish do you target?
“All of New Zealands commercial fishing fish”

THE PROS & CONS to Commercial Fishing

Types
 The term "commercial fishing" actually refers to a range of different techniques used to 
capture marine life. One form involves using a hook and line to catch fish, just as in traditional, 
recreational fishing. A variation of this method, called "long-lining," involves stringing together 
hundreds or thousands of individuals hooks along a single line, which can stretch for miles. 
Other methods of commercial fishing include the use of nets to dredge the water for fish, or 
traps, which can be used to capture fish, eels, and crustaceans, such as crabs and lobster.   

Pros
The two most obvious benefits from commercial fishing are: 1) that it feeds the world's demand 
for seafood, and 2) that it has a tremendous economic impact on world GDP. Worldwide 
demand for seafood is extremely high, especially in countries of the Pacific, where their citizens 
gain between 25 and 69 percent of their animal protein from fish. As a result, commercial fishing 
is a major economic activity, which employs more than 200 million people around the globe, 
generating more than $80 billion a year.  

Cons
By far, the largest concern about commercial fishing stems from the major impact it has on 
the ecology of the oceans. The United Nations (UN) and countries around the world have 
grown increasingly worried about the decrease in global fish stocks. The UN Food and 
Agricultural Organization (FAO) estimates that more than 70 percent of the world's fish species 
are "depleted" or "fully exploited." Reductions of some species, including giant bluefin tuna, 
swordfish, haddock, cod, and flounder, have been particularly severe. In addition to depleting 
targeted species, commercial fishing that utilizes nets or traps may accidently capture and 
kill other marine animals, including turtles, dolphins or sharks.   

International Regulations
In an effort to restrain the use of valuable marine resources, the international community 
has made serious recent efforts to balance out regulations to control commercial fishing. 
Vessels fishing on the "high seas" are free to fish without regulations. However, in response 



to escalating tensions between fishing fleets from different countries, the 1982 United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea established "exclusive economic zones" (EEZs), which gave 
coastal countries exclusive economic rights to water extending 200 miles out from their coasts.   

Future Prospects
While the international community has taken steps to reduce overfishing, the future of 
commercial fishing remains uncertain. Proper management has allowed some fish populations 
to rebound, but others continue to decline. These problems could be aggravated by global 
climate change, which may further alter spawning and migration patterns. Additionally, 
increasing levels of carbon dioxide may expand the acidity of seawater, which could inhibit the 
formation of coral reefs, negatively impacting fish stocks.   

With the pros and cons I understand the text, I looked up the definitions on the words 
that I didn’t know. I changed some of the text to make it more understandable for me an 
my pairs.

http://www.ehow.com/about_5112430_pros-cons-commercial-fishing.html

Reflections

 1. How to be prepared for an interview and the structure of an email.
 2.  Finished my new fertile/research questions & now I’m starting to research. Proud with my 
achievement.
3. Today I finished a couple of my questions, I started on my bibliographies. We learnt how to 
use drive for our files sending stuff, it’s easy to use and safer than a USB.
4. Finished my 5th Q, going to try finish all q’s by tomorrow.
5. Today was good, I’ve got a better understanding on what/how to research for better 
information.
6. Today I sent my email to sanfords. I’m going to start my presentation and finish my research 
q’s as well.
7. Positives:
- You know a little bit about your topic.
- You’re more into it because it’s what you’re interested in.
- You want to know more about it.
Negative:
- I have only done one question.
- It’s hard to research some of my rq’s.
8. Today I finished a couple of my questions, I started on my URL page. We learnt how to use 
drive for our files and saving stuff, it’s easy to use and safer than a USB.
9. What is war? How do you define war?



10. Got most of my rq’s done, at home I’ll try finish them. By next lesson I want to be on my 
presentation.
11. We don’t know everything we know is true, because answers change, the world changes.
12. Today was good, I’ve got a better understanding on what/how to research fro better 
information.
13. Today I sent my email to sanfords, I’m going to start on my presentation and almost finished 
my rq’s/
14. I have almost completed my rq’s.
15. Touched up my pros and cons, got some more work that has to be included in my inquiry.
16. The hardest part was answering my rq’s because some of my q’s are hard to research and 
some I can’t find, so therefore I can’t answer them. To change some of them or not do them at 
all and get on with my presentation.
17. Got some of the ecosystem stuff done, need to finish that and my reflections.
18. When I have all my work finished to a specific standard. It is finished when you know it’s 
finished.
19. Got most of my reflections done and still need to finish my ecosystem.
20. Well to fail, be wrong ect helps you develop your answers, information and yourself. It helps 
you with how you learn and how you choose to learn. To fail, means success.
21. I contacted MPI for some more information on commercial fishing, they gave me heaps of 
info and just finishing off putting it into my own words. 
22.Reflection/Quote- If I put more effort into my inquiry I do get more out of my inquiry. I get 
more into my inquiry to develope it. “You get out what you put in”

What is an Ecosystem?
An ecosystem is a community of living organisms (animals, plants and microbes) in conjunction 
with the nonliving of their own enviourments. The biotic and abiotic components are considered 
as combined together through nutrient cycles and energy flows. 

Ministry For Primary Fisheries

How does the management of our fisheries effect our enviourment and our society?

1. How does the MPF manage our fisheries?
- They divide the coastline of 200 miles, into a management of monitor fishing docs for each 
company. They determine how much can be taken out, and give a certain amount to each 
different company of recreational, commercial and custom fisheries. Part of how they decide 
on a certain amount, they use what is called a Bia Mass. They gave an example on how 
they manage a certain specie that is low in numbers, their example was Bluenose Fish. The 
numbers reduced by 40%, so companies were told not to collect this fish as their numbers has 
decreased. As they did so, the numbers were brought back within months.

2. How does the fisheries effect our enviourment?



- Economically exporting is the biggest effect on our enviourment. Financially is a huge effect on 
New Zealand economy.  

3. How does the management effect our society?
- Not managed properly, our society will argue that their fishing places are decreasing in their 
fish numbers. Families should be able to go down to a wharf and fish for dinner and catch a 
decent size fish to feed their families.

As well as contacting Sanfords, I also got the Ministry Of Primary Fisheries perspective 
on their management of our fisheries. They gave a more descriptive, deeper approach 
about their company and how it works. 

My view on commercial fishing 

I think that commercial fishing isn’t necessarily a huge negative to the world and the people, 
or the enviroument or your community/society. I definitely think that we can change the way 
companies collect their fish, if we can develope the way people communicate around the world 
or advance the latest cars, then yes we can change that. It’s a negative to the ocean and 
the marine life, it’s a negative to the habitats within the sea and it’s a negative to the future 
of marine life and their surroundings. For New Zealand’s Commercial Fishing Industry, their 
numbers in a years worth of fishing is high (120,000) but putting all worldwide commercial 
fishing companies, numbers together would be extremely high. Reconsidering changing not 
just some industries years worth of fishing, but all of their numbers around the globe would 
definitely help marine life. If something is not done about the amount of fish available to catch, 
it would be a possibility that some fish species would be extinct. Then some of those species 
that are desired from the public, would be a big dissapointment and the company could be 
savatged by their mistake. So it’s not only a negative to the public, but to the company that  has 
made that fault throughout that process. Like the MPI said before ‘Families should be able to 
catch a dencent size fish to feed their families’ which is true but still not proven to be accurate. 
Companies definitely need to change some techniques they use in their management, and their 
numbers in how much fish they collect a year, before they get themselves in a mess. 


